world. He urged India to remain true to heir own culture,
retain her cultural freedom and cast of all foreign and un-
assimilated cultures. He fell that the conflict between the
East and West was one of the oldest problems of the world
and he wondered if Indian civilization would be renewed
or be broken up and provide yet "another instance of that
degradation which has followed the introduction of Western
civilisation among Eastern people."1

Rene Guenon in his book EAST AND WEST thought
that it was not valid to speak absolutely of superiority and
inferiority of different civilizations, but if nonetheless a
hierarchy was instituted, intellectual civilization was superior
to the material one, and consequently, Eastern civilization,
which had retained its high intellectual tradition and stable
character, was superior to the Western one which had be-
come material and unstable. He deplored that Orientals
were degrading themselves by adopting Western civilization
instead of helping to raise Western civilization to the level
of the Oriental civilization.

Prof, C. E. M. Joad, took a somewhat similiar view.
The East was "the guardian of a traditional way of life
which the West has lost, the repository of certain values
which the West has forgotten or has never known.*'2 And
te summed up his appraisal and recommendation thus:
"The West has the energy and the vitality of civilization
still comparatively young, yet it does not know into what
channels to direct them. Possessing in abundance the
means to the good life, it is without knowledge of the ends-
The East possesses the tradition and the knowledge, but it
is without the vitality to make the tradition live or the

1.   Woodroffe, IS INDIA CIVILISED ? p. vii.

I,   Joad, COUNTER ATTACK FROM THE EAST, p. 32.
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